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Presentation Outline

ÅRenewable Energy Group®

ÅBiodiesel 101

ÅBiodiesel Industry Outlook for 2010

ÅCurrent Biodiesel Economics
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Renewable Energy Group®

Å Began biodiesel production in 1996

Å Marketed an estimated 25% of the biodiesel utilized in the 
United States

Å Both a BQ-9000® Producer (eight facilities) and BQ-9000®

Marketer

Å ~155 employees

Å Headquartered in Ames, Iowa
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East Fork Biodiesel

60 MGY, Completed: 11/2007

Algona, IA

Western Dubuque Biodiesel

30 MGY, Startup: 5/2007

Farley, IA

REG Emporia

60 MGY, Startup: TBD

Emporia, KS

REG New Orleans

60 MGY, Startup: TBD

Destrehan, LA

REG Houston

35 MGY, Startup: 08/2008

Seabrook, TX

Low free fatty acid 

feedstock conversion 

(soy, canola, refined fats)

Low

REG Network of Biodiesel Production

High High free fatty acid 

feedstock conversion 

(fats, corn, waste greases)

Western Iowa Energy

30 MGY, Startup: 6/2006

Wall Lake, IA

REG Newton

30 MGY, Startup: 5/2007

Newton, IA

Iowa Renewable Energy

30 MGY, Startup: 7/2007

Washington, IA

Low

High

Low

High

Low

High

REG Danville

45 MGY, Startup: 11/2008

Danville, IL

Low

High

REG Ralston

12 MGY, Startup: 3/2003

Ralston, IA

Low
Low

Low

SoyMor Biodiesel

30 MGY, Startup: 8/2005

Glenville, MN

Low

Low Multi-feedstock Capabilities

Low

High
Low

High
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National Infrastructure
(Production & Terminals)
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*

* Pending

*
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Biodiesel 101
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What it is:
ÅBiodiesel is methyl esters made from biological oils and fats 

(triglycerides) by transesterification

Methanol Methyl ester

Methyl ester

Methyl esterMethanol

Methanol Triglyceride

ProductsRaw materials

Transesterification reaction



Copyright 2008
Renewable Energy Group®

9

Feedstock overview

ÅBiodiesel can be made from many feedstocks (collectively called triglycerides)

ÅVegetable oils (soy, rapeseed/canola, etc.)

ÅAnimal fats (pork CWG, beef tallow, poultry fat)

ÅUsed oils (yellow and brown grease)

ÅFeedstock should only affect performance properties if biodiesel is made well:

ÅCloud point / CFPP

ÅOxidation stability

ÅCetane number

ÅAbility to utilize ñcocktailsò of multiple feedstocks, allows REG ability to 

maximize positive attributes of each

ÅProduction skill and plant technology, not feedstock, determines biodiesel 

quality
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Attribute-Based Marketing of Biodiesel: REG-9000TM 

REG-9000TM product lineup specifications meet or  exceed ASTM limits.


